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LA charges past ‘Boys, 28-6 


COWLISHAW: 
Cowboys’ 
listless offense 
couldn’t keep 
up with the 
Chargers in 
the second 
half. 1C 


DAVID 
MOORE: Loss 
is the latest 
blow to Dak 
Prescott’s 
status as one 
of the NFL’s 
top young 
players. 1C 


Smiley N. Pool/Staff Photographer 
Los Angeles Chargers safety Adrian Phillips has words for 
Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott after his fourth-quarter 
pass was intercepted and returned 90 yards for a touchdown. 


More 
coverage, 3-5C 


RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


D) DALLASNEWS 


Flynn lawyers cut 
ties with Trump's 


Split may mean former 
adviser is cooperating 
with special counsel 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 
WASHINGTON — Lawyers 


for Michael Flynn, President 
Donald Trump’s former nation- 


al security adviser, have noti- 
fied the president’s legal team 
that they can no longer discuss 
with them special counsel Rob- 
ert Mueller’s investigation into 
Russian election interference, 
according to four people in- 
volved in the case. 

The decision could be a sign 


that Flynn is moving to cooper- 
ate with Mueller’s investigation 
or negotiate a deal for himself. 
Flynn's lawyers had been shar- 
ing information with Trump’s 
lawyers about the investigation 
by the special counsel, who is 


See FLYNN Page 15A 


SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 


New band of brothers 


Photos by Jae S. Lee/Staff Photographer 


From left: SMU Mustang Band members Edwin Mendoza, Juan Rios and Philip Sommers stepped through 


campus before a home football game this month. Being in the SMU band, Rios said, 


brotherhood we had in the military.” 


Army vet fits right in as group turns 100 


By MARC RAMIREZ 


Staff Writer 
mramirez@dallasnews.com 


talks, campus walks and camaraderie 
with his band brothers and sisters. It’s 
those moments that take Rios back to 
Tallil, the base south of Baghdad where 
he and his fellow Army mates were sta- 
tioned in 2011. 

Being in the SMU band, he said, “re- 
minds me of the brotherhood we had in 
the military.’ Recalling the Army’s drills 


Having joined midyear, Juan Rios 
is still enjoying the traditions that go 
along with being a first-year member 
of the Southern Methodist University 
band — including a cap that bears his 
name and SMU’s “Diamond M” logo. 

In addition to three-times-a-week 


“reminds me of the 


Rios wears the band’s 100th 
anniversary sticker bearing its 


FEDERAL COURTS 


Texan accused of 
bomb attempts 


Homemade devices 
were sent to Obama, 
Abbott, documents say 


STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 


A Texas woman has been 
accused of mailing homemade 
explosives to Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott and then-President 
Barack Obama that could have 
maimed or killed them, accord- 
ing to documents filed in fed- 
eral court last week in Houston. 

Julia Poff, 46, mailed the de- 


vices in October 2016, along with 
a third package that she sent to 
the Social Security Administra- 
tion, according to the indictment. 

Of the three packages, only 
Abbott opened his. It did not 
detonate because “he did not 
open it as designed,’ accord- 
ing to court documents. The 
package sent to Obama did not 
reach him. 

Had the devices exploded, 
they would have caused “se- 
vere burns and death” to the 


See WOMAN Page 2A 


SEXTING SCANDAL 


Where does this 
leave Barton? 


Some observers think 
he can recover, others 
say he might retire 


By TRISTAN HALLMAN 
Staff Writer 
thallman@dallasnews.com 


Legally, Republican Texas 
Rep. Joe Barton might be a 
victim of a crime after a nude 
and lewd photo and video of 
him were posted online this 
week. 

Morally, his judgment is up 


Politically, he might be 
toast. 

“It’s a very sad story. It’s 
sad to see, potentially, his ca- 
reer end this way. It’s sad for 
him and his family,’ said Matt 
Mackowiak, an Austin-based 
Republican strategist. “But I 
don’t know that this story is 
over. There’s probably a cou- 
ple more twists and turns 
here and things we're going to 
learn. Ultimately, my guess is 
he’s going to retire.” 


practice, he treasures the late-night See SMU Page 24 signature “Diamond M.” for interpretation. See BARTON Page 3A 
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Thursday, saying “were really 
winning” against America’s foes. 6A 


Vet’s death sparks aid bill 
The death of an Army veteran from 
Lubbock sparked a bill that would 
end U.S. aid to the West Bank 
“unless Palestinians stop “martyr 
` payments.” 9A 


went missing Nov. 15 learned 
Thursday an explosion had been 
recorded near where the sub was 
traveling. 12A 


Also: Myanmar and Bangladesh 
said Thursday they were closer to 
possible repatriation of hundreds of 
thousands of Rohingya. 14A 


House holiday decor as originally 
displayed in 2005. 1B 


More bribery charges 

A second man has been charged in 
connection with an alleged bribery 
scheme involving state troopers and 
a Dallas trucking company. 1B 


rentals for college students that 
offer everything from fitness centers 
to resort-style pools. 1D 


SPORTSDAY 
SMU beats No. 2 Arizona 


The SMU men’s basketball team upsets 
second-ranked Arizona 66-60. 14C 
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Sports TV 
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MAKE YOUR HOME MERRY & BRIGHT WITH FRESH-CUT CHRISTMAS TREES! 
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